

Panthers Pounce the Eagles in First Game of the Season
Harlan Smith
Lead
The night of August 18th, 2023 
will be etched in the annals of 
Lecanto High School [LHS] foot-
ball history as a defining mo-
ment. After a record-breaking 
season last year, the LHS 
football team picked up right 
where they left off. In a clash 
against the South Lake Eagles 
the Lecanto Panthers show-
cased their might, securing a 
commanding 42-26 victory.


LHS’ team has worked tire-
lessly in the offseason and 
tonight’s performance was 
a testament to their dedica-
tion. The team’s ability to break 
through the op-
p o s i t i o n ’ s 
d e f e n s e 


was not solely a product of tactics 
but a testament to LHS’ unyield-
ing dedication to physical fitness 
and mental resilience.


“We executed our game plan 
flawlessly, and the result speaks 


for itself. We had a lot of great 
plays, one of them being the 
huge touchdown from [Tez],” 
said second year football 
coach, Jacob Coulson. 


This team is special, 
after resuming the 


prior season, they 
are red-hot. As 
one voice from 
the heart of the 
team remarked, 


their dedication ex-
tends beyond indi-


vidual success. 


“We will continue to 


make our plays more fluid, and 
we will make sure all of our 
teams are better as well,” said 
sophomore Collin Cowood. 


In the world of sports, success 
often hinges on more than just 
skill and strategy. It requires 
an unwavering commitment to 
self-improvement and a relent-
less pursuit of excellence, as the 
team discovered in a hard-fought 
battle. 


“We were able to break through 
their defense by wearing them 
down and being in better shape 
than them. We constantly are 
running to be in better shape so in 
the game we won’t be worn out. 
[The] lesson we will take away 
is to never underestimate any 
team. No mat-
ter their pre-


vious record,” said senior Burke 
Malmberg. 


In a display of tactical prowess 
and versatility, the team un-
leashed a barrage of offensive 
strategies that left their oppo-
nents constantly guessing. 


“We scored using all of our weap-
ons. We hit receivers on deep 
balls multiple times. We ran it 
down the middle and outsides a 
lot. We threw some short passes. 
Really just mixing it up and keep-
ing the opposing team guessing. 
In addition, we plan to get better 
by coming out more disciplined 
in the beginning of games. We 
didn’t come out great against 
South Lake, so our main point of 
emphasis is just executing better 
coming out,” said junior Caden 


Moore.


Running back, Cayden Moore, catches a throw from quarterback JT Tipton (Photo: Sophia Seminera).


Senior Sunrise: A Bright Start for a Final Year at LHS
The Panther Pulse
Staff Writers
The Panther Pulse Staff - The 
sun painted the sky in hues of 
gold and orange on the morn-
ing of August 18th, 2023, as 
Lecanto High School [LHS] held 
the third annual Senior Sunrise 
event. The gathering was head-
lined by our faculty and our 
senior representative, Breanna 
Haufler. Senior Sunrise was set 
up this year to give the class 
of 2024 the chance to witness 
the dawn of a new school year 
and the beginning of their final 
chapter at LHS.


 LHS faculty and the senior rep-
resentatives set up the event 
and aimed to ignite the seniors’ 
spirits and motivate them for 
the journey ahead. Teachers 
took the stage to deliver speech-
es that resonated deeply with 
the gathered seniors.


“I reminded them that there are 


people in the world who make 
things happen, and there are 
those who watch things hap-
pen, and the last group says 
what happened. I reminded 
them that not everyone has to 
make things happen, most of 
us are watching things happen, 
but this year make sure you 
step outside your comfort zone 
and make something happen. 
Make sure this year is worth 
remembering,” said Health 
Opportunities through Physical 
Education teacher Timothy 
Henson, during his memorable 
speech.


Some of the seniors considered 
the morning a profound experi-
ence while emphasizing the mo-
tivational impact of the teach-
ers’ speeches during LHS’ third 
annual Senior Sunrise. 


“The teachers gave very motiva-
tional speeches this year while 
we all watched the sunrise,” 
said senior Aiden Zybell. 


The event wasn’t just about 
speeches; it was a rare oppor-
tunity for the seniors to come 
together. A lot of seniors ex-
pressed the sentiment of unity 
which pervaded the event.


“It was great to be there with 
my class of seniors. We haven’t 
been able to get in any senior 
only gatherings,” said senior 
Jillian Zimmer. 


In the midst of all the moments 


that stood out during Senior 
Sunrise, some thought the to-
getherness displayed was one 
of the finest points of the morn-
ing. One senior cherished the 
collective class. 


“My favorite part was probably 
the big picture of our class. We 
were pulled into a big group 
for a class picture,” said senior 
Matthew Weigant.


The seniors pose together the morning of Senior Sun-
rise at LHS on August 18th  (Photo: Hollie Dutcher).
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Important Dates
October 18th - 


Semester 1 Midterm Grades
Post to Skyward
Octover 18th -


Full Day due to
Hurricane Idalia


October 27th - 
Fall Break - No School


November 10th -
Veterans Day - No School


November 18th - 
Progress Reports Emailed


November 20th - 24th - 
Thanksgiving Break 


No School
December 18th and 19th - 
Exam Review Schedule
December 20th - 22nd - 


Semester Exams 
December 21st - 22nd


1/2 Days (Exams)
Teacher Work Days


December 23rd - 
Winter Break
January 8th - 


Teachers Return
January 9th - 


Students Return
January 12th -


1st Semester Grades 
Post to Skyward


Testing Dates*
October 3rd- 
PSAT Testing


Free PSAT Practice link - 
http://psat.org/practice


Oct. 17th - 18th -
ACT NCR 


Grades 11 and 12


November 16th -
ASVAB


Dec. 5th - Jan. 27th - 
FAST ELA Reading


Progress Monitoring Test 2
Grades 9 and 10


Saturday ACT Testing Dates: 
10/28, 12/9, 2/10, 4/13, 6/8


ACT Registration link: 
http://www.actstudent.org/


Saturday SAT Testing Dates: 
10/7, 11/4, 12/2, 3/9, 5/4, 6/1


SAT Registration link: 
https://sat.collegeboard.org/


register


FREE SAT Practice link - 
http://satpractice.org/


*Exact LHS Testing Dates are 
TBD within state time frames. 


Lecanto High School is very proud that all teachers and administrators who work with our students are 
certified by the State of Florida or other governing boards.  We appreciate the following teachers who have 


volunteered to teach a subject outside of their primary certification and are currently taking classes to obtain 
certification in the area they are teaching out-of-field or the District is waiting on a Pending Certification from 
the State of Florida.  Each of these teachers have both experience and coursework in the area they are teaching.  


We appreciate their efforts to support the academic needs of our students. 
On behalf of the LHS administrative team – thank you.


NAME CURRENT
CERTIFICATION AREA


PENDING 
CERTIFICATION
SUBJECT AREA


OUT OF FIELD 
ASSIGNMENT


Alger, Manuela English 6 – 12 ESOL
Baldner, Alexis ESE


Reading Endorsement
ESOL


Bernaky, Christopher ESE Math 6 - 12
MDFL
MCLA


Breidenbaugh, David ESE
Elem Ed K – 6


ESOL


Carroll, Robert ESE
Social Studies 6 - 12


Science 6 - 12  or MG Science
Env. Science


DeGroot, Doug English 6 – 12
Reading Endorsement


ESOL


Durrance, Victoria English 6 – 12 ESOL
Evans, Ashley Music Theatre
Ferland, Caitlin English 5 - 9 English 6 - 12
Grady-Weil, Julia Elem Ed K - 6


English 6 - 12
ESOL


Lazaro, Erika ESE; ESOL
Elem Ed K-6 
ELA 6 – 12
Reading Endorsement


School Counselor


Logue, David Middle Grades Math Math 6 - 12
MDFL


Newman, Deana Social Studies 6 - 12 Math 6 - 12
MDFL


Rausch, Angela Elem Ed K - 6
Reading Endorsement
ESOL
Middle Grades English


Math 6 - 12
MDFL


Rausch, Celeste ESE
School Social Worker
English 6 - 12
Middle Grades English


ESOL


Scriven, Antoin ESE Math 6 - 12
MDFL


Teacher Out of Field Assignments


Citrus County Schools 
previously developed an 
Asbestos Management Program 
for all facilities. Required re-
inspections of the facilities 
are performed at six-month 
intervals. Information from 
these re-inspections, along 
with that from the original 
Management Plan, is available 
for review at each facility.


Asbestos 
Management Plan The School Financial Reports 


for Citrus County schools are 
available to view on the Citrus 
County website. You may access 
Lecanto High School’s Financial 
Report by scanning or clicking 
on the QR code.


School Financial Report
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LHS 
Administrators


Assistant Principal 
Dianna Goolsby


Assistant Principal 
Richard Crowley


Assistant Principal 
Maurissa Applegate


Dean of Students
Anthony Whitehead


Dean of Students
Janet Love


Activities Director
Peter Rausch


 
 
 
  
 
 
 


 


Dear Parent/Guardian, 


 


We are committed to providing the safest possible environment for our students and staff by taking proactive 
steps in securing our schools. We want to ensure they have a safe place to learn, work and grow. To maintain 
our safety standards and adapt to the societal threat of a violent intruder inside our school, we are an ALICE 
certified school district. 


  


Adoption of a lockdown-only response has been deemed insufficient by the Department of Education, 
independent researchers, and law enforcement. Society is dictating we change our thought process on safety 
and ALICE options-based strategies will help increase survivability. We found the ALICE strategies to be the 
most suitable for our schools and helps us to maintain compliance with state mandates and guidelines from 
the Florida Department of Education Office of Safe Schools. 


  


ALICE empowers individuals to participate in their survival using proactive options-based responses. ALICE is 
an acronym for Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter and Evacuate. I want to assure you that we went to great 
lengths to understand exactly what each option entails. We are very comfortable with all the ALICE proactive 
strategies to empower our students and staff to survive until help arrives. These safety strategies are 
implemented based on the age and ability of our students.  


  


Our staff is fully trained on the ALICE strategies through online classes and hands-on training with our local 
ALICE Certified Instructor(s). Since partnering with Navigate 360/ALICE Training Institute, we have been very 
pleased with the comprehensive roll-out procedures for ALICE Training and are excited for the many new 
learning opportunities not available in the past for our students, staff, families, and communities.  


 


We invite you to participate in learning more about the ALICE training program by taking a short online 
training found here titled: “ALICE for Family & Community” https://navigate360.com/alice-for-family-and-
community/ . You can also visit our website at www.citrusschools.org for more information. 


 
Sincerely,  
 
 
_____________________________     ____________________________  
Sandra “Sam” Himmel      David Vincent 
Superintendent of Schools      Chief of Police, Citrus County Schools 


 
 


School logo here  


            


  


From the Principal


Panthers,


Welcome to the 2023-24 school 
year. We are excited to get this 
year started and hope that you 
will have a productive and 
valuable time at Lecanto High 
School this year.


As you may have seen LHS 


is a busy place where there is 
always something going on. 
Lecanto High School is at its 
largest capacity in the past ten 
years. I encourage you to take 
part in extracurricular activities 
by joining your favorite clubs or 
trying out for one of our sports 
teams. We also have tutoring 
programs after school (PASS) 
that can assist with keeping 
you academically eligible and 
also help you meet academic 
requirements for graduation.


The staff at Lecanto High School 
is dedicated to supporting 
your journey to success as 
your maneuver towards the 
goals of meeting graduation 
requirements and being college 
and career ready. Please take 
advantage of the CCC (College 
and Career Center), as we have 


dedicated staff to help you 
with everything from college 
applications to assisting with job 
applications and interviewing 
techniques.


A great way to enjoy the 
experience of high school is 
to attend school events. We 
currently have Volleyball, 
Swimming, Golf, Cross-
Country, and Football along 
with many other clubs that meet 
during and after school. While 
we hold a high standard of 
behavior to attend these events, 
it is a great time to celebrate and 
show school spirit with friends 
and family.


Go Panthers!!


Mr. Jason Koon


Lecanto High School Principal
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Battling the Storms: 
How Lecanto High School 


Navigates Hurricane Season


With the peak of hurricane season 
fast approaching, many Florida 
homes and residents have been 
affected already. Lecanto High 
School [LHS] and its students are 
among these who have dealt with 
the consequences. 


School schedules can be altered 
due to the complications caused 
by these powerful storms. Many 
school-wide activities can be 
changed before a hurricane even 
makes landfall.  


“The hurricanes have caused prob-
lems because we had to postpone 
testing to provide more time for stu-
dents, so that they feel less stressed 
and more prepared,” said Dean of 
Students Anthony Whitehead.  


It’s important to pack and prepare 
for any type of hurricane, whether 
it’s a weak or powerful storm and 
to be prepared at the beginning 
of the hurricane season in case of 
emergency.


”To prepare, we got our solar-pow-
ered generator and went to the 
store to stock up on some canned 
goods and packs of water,” said 
English teacher Manuela Alger. 


Before hurricanes hit, schools are 
closed in order to open shelters. 
This has an unexpected benefit for 
some students, as it allows them 
time to reset and get their work 
done at a pace they are more com-
fortable with. 


“Hurricane days are beneficial to 
LHS students because when we 
come back on a Friday it gives stu-
dents a restart into the upcoming 
Monday so that students could 
get used to having a normal week 
again,” said sophomore Trista 
Snyder. 


LHS students and staff come from 
all over Citrus County, and de-
pending on where they live, they 
could be affected differently from 
another person in the school. 
Someone living near a coast could 
see flooding, or catastrophic dam-
ages to their homes due to storm 
surge, while people living more 
inland may see minimal impacts 
unless they are in the path of the 
storm.


"My family and myself have had 
no problems with hurricane dam-
age while living in Florida, but I 
know if my area was affected by 
the hurricane I would be very up-
set,” said speech therapist Ashlyn 
Murray.


Miley Roddenberry
Kierstyn Swayze
Staff Writers


The Calm During the Storm:
Staying Calm When 


Hurricanes are in the Forcast


In Florida, hurricanes are a very 
common yearly occurrence. 
They can be scary with the con-
stant rain, loud thunder, and 
powerful winds. There are many 
easy ways to help you cope with 
staying calm and entertained 
during a hurricane. 


Fear is an emotion we all have, 
and we all have dealt with from 
time to time. Having a way to 
cope with that fear can have a 
lot of beneficial effects and stay-
ing calm during a hurricane will 
help keep you safe. 


“I look at the good in every sit-
uation and see what can come 
from it to make me feel better,” 
said junior Tanner Venuto. 


A lot of people weren’t directly 
in the path of the storm and dealt 
only with some rain and wind 
during Hurricane Idalia. They 
felt more bored than scared, but 
some students had friends who 


were in the eye of the storm and 
they were worried about their 
safety.  


“I mainly felt more bored be-
cause the area I was in didn’t re-
ally get hit but I did feel scared 
for others who were in areas that 
got hit,” said senior Maria Goff. 


During a hurricane when schools 
are closed, family bonding is an 
amazing way to pass the time. 
There are many activities you 
can do with your family such as 
board games, crafts, and reading. 


“I like to make forts with my lit-
tle cousins, 2 and 3, it makes it 
more fun,” said junior Matthew 
Seybold. 


Family time isn’t the only pass-
time that helps cure boredom, 
spending time with your friends 
is also a great way to do that.  


“I hang out with friends, usually 
they will come to my house and 
swim or I will go to their house 
and we will walk around after 
the storm,” said Seybold.


Jordyn Kleiman
Staff Writer


Preparing for the Unpredictable: 
Staying Safe During Hurricane Season


Hurricane Idalia threatened Florida 
this past month and caused many 
school districts to close ahead of 
time to make preparations as 
shelters, including Citrus County 
Schools. Hurricanes are a powerful 
force of nature and should be taken 
seriously by everyone.  


Many people believe hurricane 
season is only around a month 
or two but it actually lasts for 6 
months. That’s half a year of un-
certainty on whether you will need 
to prepare your households or 
evacuate. There are many differ-
ent ways on how to prepare your 
house through the hurricane or to 
prepare yourself to evacuate.  


 “We start by making sure we’re not 
in a flood zone are then if we are in 
the zone we get sandbags and look 
at social media and news channels 
to get information. [If it comes] to-
wards us we get generators and 


food,” said sophomore Brooke 
Williams. 


When you hear a hurricane is ap-
proaching it’s important to know 
that things can change quickly. It’s 
important to keep informed and 
ready to act in case a hurricane’s 
path changes.


“Being flexible means realizing that 
you may have to travel to the oth-
er side of the state and even out of 
state if there’s an impending severe 
storm,” said social studies teacher 
Brian Donovan. 


During this last hurricane sev-
eral people in the county were 
negatively affected by the storm, 
trapped in their homes during the 
flooding or were left without pow-
er or resources. It’s important to 
follow any evacuation plans that 
are mandated during emergencies. 


“If you’re mandated to move please 
move,” said senior Kat Kupcho, 
“Homes can be replaced but not 
people,” said Donovan. 


Lanyiah Cattouse
Jordyn Kleiman
Staff Writers


Empowering Creativity:
LHS’ Yearbook Workshop


From Friday August 25th to 
Saturday 26th dedicated yearbook 
leadership team members and 
Lecanto High School [LHS] year-
book advisor, Hollie Dutcher, at-
tended a yearbook workshop with 
specialists, Ann Akers and Jean 
Theobald. The whole yearbook 
staff is incredibly grateful to have 
been graced with the opportunity 
of the workshop and is eager to 
work with the two again. With the 
combined forces of Lecanto’s year-
book team and the two astounding 
ladies, the inner workings of the 
yearbook were reigned in to best 
convey our school and new unique 
elements that the team hasn’t dared 
venture to in past workings.  


Akers, a Herff Jones education spe-
cialist, is a well-known character 
when it comes to the world of year-
book. In her forty years working 
with the company she has become 
a figurehead among the commu-
nity. Akers has been an incredible 
aid in perfecting our LHS yearbook 
and fuels the team with her pas-
sion for the subject. She is blessed 
with an eye for design and tends to 
think out of the box when explor-
ing exciting, new ideas. She came 
to help our staff to learn and start 
the process of our yearbook hope-
fully becoming an award winning 
book. 


“The challenge is, you know, 
there’s lots of different opinions, 
lots of different experience levels 
and everybody needs to participate 


and sometimes people need to stop 
to do a little instruction to make 
sure everybody is on the same lev-
el before we go. It’s a process, so 
we’re just starting the process and 
there’s lots more brainstorming to 
come,” said Akers. 


Theobald attended the workshop 
as well. She displayed the same 
amount of enthusiasm for our 
yearbook as Akers and helped 
make vital design decisions in the 
planning. She has worked with 
Lecanto for a long time and enjoys 
helping the school, along with the 
yearbook as much as she can. 


“The purpose for Ann and I com-
ing here is to help you take your 
yearbook to the next level…I love 
helping, because it’s a school that 
I work with and I’m passionate 
about,” said Theobald. 


Theobald has a passion for jour-
nalism. She assisted in making the 
experience quite enjoyable for ev-
eryone involved and perfectly bal-
anced out her colleague with her 
more down to earth attitude. She 
loves learning more about the staff 
and wants to help them on their 
journey in journalism as much as 
possible. 


“When making a yearbook I think 
that everybody has a voice and ev-
eryone matters and so today we 
all had to come together to find a 
place where everyone was hap-
py… I think that my favorite part 
of this workshop has been getting 
to know the students, seeing their 
passion, and that they’re ready for 
the next level,” said Theobald.


Lylah Ramsay
Layout Artist
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Color Guard stands at attention at the 9/11 ceremony (Photo: Elena Aleman).


LHS’ JROTC Program Honors the Fallen on 9/11
Gisselle Brenner
Brooke Smith
Staff Writers
The Lecanto High School [LHS] 
Junior Reserves Officer Training 
Corps [JROTC] 9/11 Ceremony 
took the stage on September 11, 
2023 at the LHS football field. 
The companies were on the track 
while the Battalion Commander 
[BC], Executive Officer [XO], 
Commander Sergeant Major 
[CSM] and the staff were on the 
field near the flag pole. 


LHS JROTC planned and set up 
the 9/11 ceremony this year, 
as they have for the past sev-
eral years. JROTC has worked 
rigorously to prepare for the 
ceremony. 


“The planning [was] conducted 
by the cadet leadership, and su-
pervised by Lieutenant Colonel 
Brown and myself, ” said First 
Sergeant Dean Kelly.  


“BC [was] near the flagpole at 
the podium to give a speech, the 
XO [was] with the honor guard 
in between the companies, and 
the CSM [was] at the flag de-
tail behind the companies or 
when we’re raising the flags at 
the flagpole,” said BC Hayden 
Hodges. 


LHS JROTC Staff is an import-
ant part of the program, they 
are what keeps the program 
running. Their locations are a 
key part as well. Each and ev-
ery part of the JROTC team has 
been working endlessly to pre-
pare a great ceremony for LHS. 


“ Our staff is the honor guard, 
which means they hold the sa-
bers and they create a saber arch 
for the colors to pass through,” 


said Lieutenant Colonel David 
Brown. 


LHS’ JROTC companies make 
up the bulk of the ceremony, 
companies are the class peri-
ods. For example; Alpha, Bravo, 
Charle, Delta, Eco, and Foxtrot. 
The companies were put into 
platoon formation. 


“ The companies [were] lined 
up, along the track with the 
commander in front with a flag 


bearer to the left of them,” said 
by sophomore Cadet Sergeant 
Sydne Runnels. 


LHS’ JROTC team started off the 
year showing respect to those 
who were lost in the event of 
September 11, 2001 by conduct-
ing a ceremony to honor the 
victims of the 9/11 event. LHS 
JROTC team practiced to ensure 
that the ceremony was the best 
it could possibly be.


Students in English teacher Celeste Rausch’s English 1 Honors 
class work on a group project to build team skills 


(Photo: Serenity Rutherford). 


Ann Akers references design elements  from other year-
books to the Lecanto Yearbook Team (Photo: Ramsay).


Welcome to the Jungle:
Freshman Advice


The Panther Pulse Staff - The new 
freshmen entered Lecanto High 
School [LHS] on Thursday, August 
10th for the 2023 school year. At 
first getting used to a new campus 
can prove to be challenging, but 
luckily upperclassmen have some 
tips and tricks to get you used to 
the high school way of life.  


Starting at a new school can be a 
scary experience, but it does be-
come easier as time goes by. You’ll 
end up learning lots of things you 
didn’t know before that will make 
the rest of your high school years 
go a little smoother. Upper class-
men can be a great source of wis-
dom to help with this.


“[I wish I knew] not to be afraid. 
Everybody’s going through the 
same experience as you are... so 
don’t be scared. Have fun,” said 
sophomore Giavanna DiBenedetto.


Entering high school comes with 
a new workload and one of the 
biggest issues students have with 
their work is procrastination. LHS 
is known for having students 
with good grades, but achieving 


this can prove to be quite difficult 
if you don’t stay on top of your 
assignments.


“Keep up with your work, stay on 
it and don’t let miniature things 
distract you from it,’’ said junior 
Emily Washer. 


Being a part of clubs and af-
ter-school activities is a great way 
to meet new people who have the 
same hobbies as you. At LHS there 
are a variety of different clubs in-
cluding many sports, art and mu-
sic-based activities.  


“Join as many clubs as you can – 
try and find your interests. You 
make a lot of friends in clubs. I’m 
in the band, chorus, and the drama 
club and it’s a really good way to 
make friendships that will last,’’ 
said senior Emma Komenda. 


Overall, high school is a long, yet 
rewarding adventure. You’ll face 
many challenges, but just as many 
victories. 


 ‘’Don’t hold back, don’t hesitate. 
If things seem like it gets tough, 
you fall, get up. Just enjoy high 
school while you can,’’ said senior 
Kaitlynn McCabe.


The Panther Pulse
Staff Writers
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Lecanto High School’s [LHS] 
cross country season started at 
the beginning of August, and 
the coaches are pushing their 
athletes to be the best they can 
be this year.  


Cross country is both physically 
and mentally demanding, so the 
coaches hold their athletes to a 
high standard. Athletes must 
be held accountable and have 
a good work ethic and a strong 
desire for self-improvement.  


“You have to be strong, you 
have to work hard, you have to 
want to win, and you have to 
be mentally tough,” said cross 
country coach Robert Carroll.  


With the support and encour-
agement of their fellow racers, 
the athletes on the cross coun-
try team strive to improve and 


better themselves every day.  


“Everyone on the team supports 
each other and cheers each oth-
er on. We are all out here go-
ing through the same challeng-
es and hardships,” said cross 
country coach Ben Simmons.  


Everyone struggles, especial-
ly beginners, but with enough 
practice and patience, improve-
ment is sure to come.  


“It may seem difficult at first, 
but with enough work you will 
get better,” said senior Zachary 
Curreri.


In order to have a healthy and 
strong team you need to be good 
to your teammates. A strong 
bond with them can really im-
pact a game.


“You shouldn’t be mean to your 
teammates, they’re your big-
gest supporters and can really 
change how a game goes,” said 
sophomore McKenzie Dum.


The Panther Pulse Staff- Many new 
students join Lecanto High School 
[LHS] each year, the majority of 
whom are freshman. When start-
ing at a new school, students try to 
find the place they best fit in and 
for some students that happens to 
be within their respective sports 
teams. Some of the teams that stu-
dents join at the beginning of a new 
year are football and volleyball.  


Each player has dreams at the 
start of a season and sets individ-
ual goals they want to accomplish 
within that year and hopefully 
within the years that follow. They 
also set goals that they hope to 
accomplish with their team as a 
whole.  


“Our goal we have right now is 
to win and get to county champi-
onships and then state champion-
ships probably something even 
bigger: be the best football team 
out there,” said freshman Terence 
Hollis Jr.. 


Going from middle to high school 
can be a big change in both aca-
demics and sports, but LHS coach-
es help give wise words of wisdom 
that can help incoming team mem-
bers gain a sense of peace when 


starting with a new team at a new 
school. 


“We have a really good freshman 
class that came in. They are work-
ing hard and we’re excited about 
that this season,” said head foot-
ball coach Jacob Coulson. 


Aside from football, LHS’ Lady 
Panthers also gain new team mem-
bers for the volleyball squad at the 
beginning of a new school year. 
This year they gained players with 
prior knowledge of the sport who 
have learned to play positions that 
help the team in many ways. 


“I play middle blocker mainly 
because I was the tallest on my 
team [in middle school] and then I 
ended up growing a love for that 
sport position,” said freshman Mia 
Johnson. 


At Lecanto Middle School [LMS], 
they also have their very own vol-
leyball team that the new freshman 
played on. This made the transition 
from LMS to LHS an easier one be-
cause they already had found their 
home on a sports team. 


“I just really enjoy playing volley-
ball in middle school. I wanted to 
keep playing to [be able to] enjoy it 
just as much in high school,” said 
freshman Mya Elzy.  


The Panther Pulse
Staff Writers


Cross Country: 
More than Just Running


LHS senior Alyssa Camunas keeps a steady pace at the cross 
country meet at Florida Horse Park in Ocala on August 9th 


(Benjamin Simmons).  
Christopher Baldwin
Lillian Laster
Staff Writers


Quill & Scroll: International Honor Society of Journalism


Amidst the ever-evolving media 
landscape, there exists an organi-
zation dedicated to celebrating the 
best and brightest in the world of 
journalism. Quill and Scroll, the 
international honor society of jour-
nalism, stands as a testament to the 
power of excellence and innova-
tion in storytelling. 


With a commitment to recognizing 
and promoting excellence in jour-
nalism, Quill and Scroll has been a 
beacon of inspiration for aspiring 
journalists and a source of pride 
for its members. Founded on the 
core values of truth, objectivity, 
and ethical reporting, this society 
has become a symbol of journalism 
itself.


“I’ve contributed to my journalism 
community by editing the pages 


before we send them off. In ad-
dition, it is my job to be attentive 
and learn about what people like. 
It has been awesome to be a part of 
the yearbook, Quill and Scroll, and 
journalism in general, and seeing 
people love what we produce for 
them,” said Quill and Scroll pres-
ident, Elena Aleman.


At the heart of Quill and Scroll is 
a commitment to honoring jour-
nalists who push boundaries and 
redefine what’s possible, be it 
through groundbreaking inves-
tigative journalism, thought-pro-
voking features, or pioneering 
multimedia narratives, the soci-
ety’s recognition shines a spotlight 
on those who inspire change.


“I’ve been in the yearbook for more 
than a year now, and I think I’ve 
had a pretty meaningful impact. 
In general, I love to write person-
al letters for people. Last year, one 


Harlan Smith
Lead


of my favorite teachers, Mrs. Fretz, 
retired. I did lots of mods on her 
to make sure she got all the repre-
sentation she deserved. Having the 
opportunity to see how loved she 
was by her students throughout 
the years really made her final year 
perfect,” said junior Hope Prevost. 


Beyond accolades, Quill and Scroll 
plays a pivotal role in fostering 
the next generation of storytellers. 
The society offers mentorship pro-
grams, immersive workshops, and 
invaluable scholarships, ensuring a 
vibrant and diverse future for the 
field. 


“We try to do a community service 
project every quarter. Our projects 
range from creating veteran’s day 
cards-cards in general-book drives, 
and even reading to the children at 
[Lecanto Primary School]. I believe 
that that was the student’s favorite 
projects last year. Overall I want to 


expand this to do something like 
this at least once a month,” said 
sponsor, Hollie Dutcher. 


As Quill and Scroll continues to 
champion excellence in journalism, 
it remains an unwavering symbol 
of innovation and responsible re-
porting. In a world where storytell-
ing is both an art and a responsi-
bility, organizations like Quill and 
Scroll remind us of the profound 
impact journalism can have on 
society.  


“[In] my junior year, Evelyn Larsen 
and I worked on writing an article 
together about a cheer competition 
that ESE students took part in. Mrs. 
McDougald, the kids, and their 
parents were very grateful. I saw 
appreciation for that article cir-
cling Facebook, and I believe it was 
published in the [Citrus County] 
Chronicle,” said LHS Alumna 
Tylea Vassalle. 


Freshmen in Sports


LHS Quill and Scroll president, Elena Aleman, gives a speech 
during the first meeting of the year (Photo: Adam Vaughn).
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Lecanto High School [LHS] offers 
a multitude of different clubs for 
you to pick and choose from, and 
each of these clubs needs to com-
plete fundraising projects in or-
der to raise funds for projects and 
events.


“Fundraising is important to 
me because it’s about bringing 
us together and rewarding your 
team with things to be proud of,” 
said flag football coach, Richard 
Keeran.


Fundraising allows team and 
club members to gain leadership 
and organizational skills through 
planning and operating the fund-
raisers as a group.


“What you raise money for is 
what you get, you get the op-
portunity to learn how to create 
goals for yourself and learn how 
you achieve them,” said freshman 
Rianna Gale. 


Lecanto High School and Citrus 
county come together as a com-
munity to support our clubs and 
sports teams.


“Something that I enjoy a lot about 
fundraising is that it involves 


As the school year begins, 
Lecanto High School [LHS] 
students are looking for some 
extracurricular activities to par-
ticipate in after school. Teams 
and clubs are crucial to the high 
school experience, whether it’s 
for social aspects, or even just 
to pick up a new hobby; every-
one will be able to benefit from 
participating in these enjoyable 
activities.  


If you’ve never joined a club be-
fore, you may be asking yourself 
how you could go about joining 
one of these profitable groups. 
Many factors go into choosing 
what you would like to do with 
your after-school time and be-
coming a member takes more 
than just a couple of steps, it 
takes effort, attention, and pa-
tience, but not only that but it 
takes time to succeed.  


“Find an interest, seek the 
source, join, participate, and ex-
cel,” said First Sergeant Dean 
Kelly. 


Working in clubs or teams can 
help prepare you to work along-
side others to achieve certain 
desired results within a mutual 


goal.   


“There’s no Me, Myself, and 
I, it’s me and everyone work-
ing together to do the one large 
goal,” said theatre teacher 
Ashley Evans.


In the future, when you look 
back in your past and realize 
what good clubs/teams did for 
you. You can be more experi-
enced than your peers in certain 
areas.


“Sometimes the extracurricular 
can set you apart from the other 
applicants, like you could have 
a 5.0 GPA but few life skills,” 
said language teacher Katherine 
Reynolds.


Clubs and teams are also a great 
way to find new friends and 
friend groups. The bonds cre-
ated in clubs and teams can be 
long lasting, far beyond high 
school. 


“You can find like minded in-
dividuals working towards 
the same goals in clubs. Also 
clubs are just fun, especially 
the Lego club. We are going to 
sit around building Legos and 
talking about new releases!” 
said English teacher Victoria 
Durrance.
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Joining Clubs and Sports


others who want to support you 
and help build your communi-
ty relationships positively,” said 
freshman Gianna Bulaon.


Fundraising can be a great tool 
for clubs and sports to be able to 
afford field trips, rather than ask-
ing students and parents to pay 
for the trips out of pocket. This 
can make it more affordable for 
everyone.


“What I like most about fundrais-
ing [in Youth in Government] is 
definitely that it gives students 
the opportunity to raise money 
for the things they might not have 
been able to pay for out of pocket, 
and it’s really helpful in my club. 
You could also pay for other stu-
dents if you raised extra money, 
which is sweet,” said freshman 
Isabelle Sense. 


The fundraisers that students 
seem to enjoy most are about 
more than just fundraising, but 
allow students to develop friend-
ships and work on team building.


“I like to participate in fundrais-
ers where we work together and 
involve lots of people interacting 
and hanging out with each other 
to fund the goal we have in mind 
ready to achieve it,” said fresh-
man Yosbel Ramon.


Staria Klemish
Mayor Jaroszewski
Staff Writers


Why We Fundraise


Student Government 
Association [SGA] needs your 
help. They are looking to recruit 
new members whether you are 
a freshman or senior. SGA is a 
group of students who have a 
huge role in our school. They 
take part in planning school 
projects and events such as 
Homecoming, Prom, and many 
more fun activities. The next 
general assembly will be held on 
October 19th with SGA sponsor, 
Angela Rausch from 5:30pm to 
7:00pm in the school cafeteria.


SGA is a great opportunity to 
contribute to your school ex-
perience along with your peers 
while still expressing creativity 
and getting to be part of import-
ant events.


“SGA does help students be-
cause it helps them be part of 
something, be part of the school 
and to contribute to something 
that all the students get to en-
joy,” said junior Gabriel Rogers.


The club is an excellent way to 
connect with your peers and 
work with others towards mak-
ing our school events more en-
joyable for everybody.


“I think it gives us a place to 
come together and to put all 
our ideas and hard work into 
making something happen 
in the school like we see with 


Homecoming and Homecoming 
Week,” said SGA senior Natalia 
Hollohan.


Along with being an enjoyable 
student club, it’s also great for 
college. When you join SGA it 
shows that you can contribute 
and take initiative while being 
creative, which is some of what 
a college wants to see.


“It’s also great for college be-
cause they see that you’ve done 
something to contribute,” said 
Rogers.


 Most students don’t have 
something on their resume to 
make them stand out, but SGA 
is a great opportunity to form 
leadership skills that will differ-
entiate you from others.  SGA 
doesn’t just decorate and run the 
events for the school. They often 
have cleanup meetings, held in 
Rausch’s room, 239 in the main 
building. The first campus clean-
up occurred on September 1st. 
During each campus cleanup 
there will be 15-20 kids separat-
ed into groups to clean different 
areas of the school. They pick up 
trash, wipe down door handles, 
and occasionally sweep.


“I joined SGA because I want-
ed to be able to participate in 
events like Homecoming and 
Prom and represent the student 
body, and to represent the stu-
dents through those events and 
what we wanted to see,” said se-
nior Breanna Haufler. 
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Student Government Association 
Welcomes New Members


SGA members Sophia Duffy, Maria Sofia and Jazlyn Ramos 
work on posters for displaying leadership qualities 


(Photo: Jazmin Hernandez).


Link Crew leads the class of 2027 in the YMCA dance at the 
eigth grade orientation (Photo: Sophia Seminera). 
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Teaching with Passion, Living with Purpose


History teacher John Weil is one 
of many amazing teachers at 
Lecanto High School [LHS]. He 
has done so much for our stu-
dents and teachers. Already in his 
teaching career alone, Mr.Weil 
has done a lot both in and out of 
the classroom. Known for doing 
dual enrollment and history. He 
also has plenty of hobbies that 
keep him busy outside of school.  


Weil’s hobbies usually include 
long distance cardiovascular 


exercises. This helps him have a 
clear state of mind for any issue 
that comes his way.


“I do a lot of exercise as a hobby so 
I do triathlons. I’ve got one com-
ing up in a couple of weeks. Next 
week I’m swimming a 10k in the 
Tennessee river. I have done sev-
eral swimming events where I’ve 
swam a couple of miles from a 2.4 
over the summer which is iron 
man distance for swimming and 
I work out a lot. Those are my 
main hobbies right now,” said 
history teacher John Weil. 


Academic Excellence and Athletic Achievement


Effective time management, un-
wavering motivation, and in-
spiring leadership are the corner-
stones of a successful academic 
journey at Lecanto High School 
[LHS]. We had the privilege of 
speaking with Burke Malmberg, 
a remarkable student who has 
managed to excel academically, 
actively engaged in extracurric-
ular activities, and maintain a 
thriving social life. Malmberg is 
a four-sport athlete and a three-
star recruit in football. Earning 
the Male Athlete of the Year, 2022 
Academic All American, and the 
Travis McGee Captain of the Year 
award, all while being invited to 
play in the ‘Florida vs. Georgia 
All-Star Showcase Game,’ and has 
been invited to several different 
college programs, most notably 
Junior’s Day at Troy University. 
He also Possesses a 4.53 GPA, 
28 ACT, and a 1260 SAT. Burke 
shared invaluable insights into 
his strategies for balancing these 
demanding aspects of life, stay-
ing motivated in the face of chal-
lenges, and offered advice to fel-
low students aspiring to achieve 
similar success. 


Burke’s ability to excel academi-
cally while participating in extra-
curricular activities and nurtur-
ing a social life is a testament to 


his impeccable time management 
skills. Burke’s approach high-
lights the importance of creating 
a schedule that accommodates 
both academic responsibilities 
and personal interest. 


 “The way I manage my time is 
I know when I am going to have 
some free time so I allow myself 
to schedule what I am going to do 
during that free time. Whether it 
be homework, train for sports, or 
play video games,” said senior, 
Burke Malmberg. 


Burke’s academic journey has 
not been without its share of 
challenges, including daunting 
coursework and assignments. 
When faced with such difficulties, 
Burke relies on a powerful moti-
vator, his mind. This mental visu-
alization technique underscores 
the significance of maintaining 
a clear vision of one’s potential 
and goals. Burke’s approach is a 
reminder that self-belief can be a 
potent force for overcoming chal-
lenges and achieving success. 


“Something I use for motivation 
is imagining myself not being the 
top quality of myself that I know I 
can be. This helps me get through 
tough situations and assignments 
by thinking that it could always 
be worse if I don’t persevere 
through,” said Malmberg.


Burke’s exceptional journey in 


Harlan Smith
Lead


Connor Horn
Lead


Burke Malmberg poses with his 2nd place Olympic and 1st 
place Traditional Team trophies (Photo: Burke Malmberg). 


John Weil teaches his third period IB Theory of 
Knowledge class (Photo: Amanda Streight).  


academics and extracurricular 
activities has also positioned him 
as a leader among his peers. His 
knowledge is a testament to the 
power of self-determination and 
resilience. His emphasizes the 
importance of ignoring naysay-
ers, staying committed to one’s 
dreams, and prioritizing personal 
happiness. So when asked about 
any advice he may have he said. 


“[Some] advice I can give to my 
peers and the younger youth is 
never let someone tell you what 
you can and can’t accomplish. 
Enough hard work and dedica-
tion can make you into whatev-
er you want to be. Most import-
ant of all is to keep yourself at 
peace with yourself, do whatever 
makes you happy and whatever 


you want to do,” Malmberg said.


Within the world of student-ath-
letes, there are various types of 
athletes. Occasionally there is a 
shining star who’s journey em-
bodies the very essence of what 
it means to be a student at LHS. 
Burke has done so much for our 
school, being a representative of 
the Advancement Via Individual 
Determination [AVID], as well as 
several sports. 


“Burke is one of those very rare 
athletes that are both a student 
and athlete at the highest level. 
He has represented the AVID 
program, along with him being a 
football player, a weightlifter and 
a student leader. He is exception-
al at what he does,” said Athletic 
Director, Peter Rausch.


Weil wants to see everyone suc-
ceed from students to teachers. 
This leads him to be an excep-
tional teacher and staff member 
at LHS. 


“Weil genuinely cares and genu-
inely wants to see everyone be the 
best they can be regardless of any-
thing. Like he just really wants to 
see everyone succeed and be their 
best selves,” said English teacher 
Victoria Durrance. 


He is an incredible teacher that 
achieves with what he works 
with. For not having the required 
materials at the time of his lesson 
he will still find a way to make it 
work for his class work. 


“So far he’s done a really excep-
tional job at being able to teach 
us anything even though we hav-
en’t gotten our books yet. So he’s 
done a good job at keeping us on 
schedule,” said junior Zephaniah 
Archer  


Weil has worked with both High 
School and College students. 
While working with both types of 
students he has kept those class-
es similar in teaching methods. 
He has a passion with working 
with his students of all education 


levels.  


“I treat the dual enrollment 
class even though we’re in High 
School I treat it like it’s a college 
class so I try not to make it any 
different than the college class 
that I would be teaching and I do 
teach my dual enrollment class 
as 3a straight college class every 
other semester or so so i have ex-
perience,” said Weil. 


Weil has many favorite projects 
that he does in school with his 
students. This also shows the cre-
ative side of Weil mind and he 
uses his creative mind with his 
students. 


“Inside of school favorite proj-
ects I love having my students 
do creative things like making 
posters, making presentations, 
those kinds of things because I 
love seeing the creative side of 
them. I just had one class write 
a poem summarizing The Civil 
War so they each wrote their own 
poem telling me about The Civil 
War. Which shows how students 
are wonderfully creative and oth-
ers are not at all and that’s fine 
too but I love seeing some of the 
things they come up with,” said 
Weil.
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Brushstrokes of Ambition: 
The Artistic Pursuits of a Student


Nikkola Soper, a Lecanto High 
School [LHS] senior in the 
Lecanto School of Arts [LSA], is 
an outstanding student who has 
accomplished many goals during 
her lifetime and has pursued art 
as her main passion.


Soper has been practicing art 
since she was a young child and 
her years of practice have paid 
off.


“I have been doing art since I 
could properly hold a pencil. I 
really remember seriously pur-
suing art and design in the sixth 
grade when I won an award for 
best in show in our school’s art 
show,” said Soper. 


Soper’s talents in art are not lim-
ited to pencil drawing. She prac-
tices 2D art, 3D art, and enjoys 
working with paper mâché as 
well as experiential temporary 
art.


“My favorite art piece that I have 
ever made was a performance 
piece called ‘Take over’ where I 
sculpted a paper mâché head of 


a smiley face and wore it around 
downtown and then videotaped 
myself destroying it. ‘Take Over’ 
is my favorite piece because it 
helped me realize that everything 
in my life is temporary, my art, 
my emotions, everything can eas-
ily be changed or altered,” said 
Soper. 


Everyone faces different chal-
lenges along their journey as they 
work towards their dreams.


“A really big challenge I’ve per-
sonally faced is developing a per-
sonal style. I’ve always drawn in 
multiple art styles so drawing in 
a consistent style has always been 
a struggle for me,” said Soper.


This school year she has an in-
credible opportunity to be able 
to paint a mural for our school’s 
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps 
[ROTC].


“I am doing this mural solely be-
cause of how many of my peers 
are in that program. My grandfa-
ther was in the Army, as well as 
some of my friends so it only felt 
right to give back to a program 
that has helped so many people I 
care about,” said Soper.


Amanda Streight
Lead


There are different ways to come 
up with ideas for art, some come 
from the heart, inspiration or 
even the materials you have to 
work with. 


“I started by taking their crest 
and working my design around 
that, then deciding on doing their 
Raiders’ shirt logo to commemo-
rate the Raiders program. All my 
friends who are in ROTC helped 
give me this idea of the Panther 
holding the flames in it’s mouth 
with scratches behind it,” said 
Soper. 
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Soper created this self-portrait as 
an assignment for LSA (Soper).  


Soper’s design for the Raiders program t-shirts (Soper).  


Who Should We Feature Next?
We plan to feature a variety 


of Lecanto Panthers this year 
for their hard work, skills, 
and academic, athletic, and 
artistic accomplishments. 


If you know of a Panther you 
would like to see featured in 
our Newspaper, scan or click 
on the QR code to the left to 


submit your nomination.


Answers to the games on the 
following pages can be found at:


Featured 9 
September 2023







“ R g  w l v h  m l g  n z g g v i  s l d  h o l d o b  b l f  t l  h l  o l m t  z h  b l f  w l  m l g  h g l k ”


     -  X l m u f x r f h


Homecoming Week 
Crossword


Across
3. Versus River Ridge
5. Alternative for Celebrity 
Dress-Up Day
8. This year’s theme
10. Thursday @ 10 AM
11. Friday’s Dress-Up Day
13. 1900’s or 2000’s


Down
1. Versus Villages
2. Versus Weeki Wachee
4. Batman and Soda Can
6.  Where the Class Wars take place
7. Kings and Queens
9. Juniors’ Color
12. Seniors’ Color


Name: _________________________________________________


School Spirit


Q L B H M M R Y G U B U G U C J K W Y C G U U
O E I Z H O Y U F A T G D X L N Q Q B W R E H
E C N Q O G P O S R Q K L R X D G F T R E E B
N A F H M N L L S P E B X W Q W F N M L E S P
R N M P E G O O E W I S T N E J O O X H N E S
G T K U C B O O R S L S H C Q A O F P O N N S
Z O E T O W E H O M P X I M V C T O R N I I D
W O N S M W J C M Z K I W X A B B P W D V O Y
C K L V I C L S O P J H R K F N A Z N R M R S
X R W N N O H C H M A I P I F A L W Z T G S C
E W O P G S F K P R E U R P T V L A T J D X L
X H R L C M M W O L P C I S R E H T N A P L B
F B G Q O F F J S J G A D B T N Q O N J Q O V
E D K K S Q M Z T J F B E C T A Z K T C C D L
B C H C O M I H H G O L D Q I O R X R V N B E
J U N I O R S F C Z A X W X K P A U W L H M K


Find the following words in the puzzle.
Words are hidden and .


FOOTBALL
FRESHMAN
GOLD
GREEN
GROWL


HOMECOMING
JUNIORS
LECANTO
PANTHERS
PRIDE


SCHOOL
SENIORS
SOPHOMORES
SPIRIT


Created by Harlan Smith using Word Search Generator on
Super Teacher Worksheets (www.superteacherworksheets.com)


School Spirit 
Wordsearch


Football
Freshman


Gold
Green


Growl
Homecoming


Juniors
Lecanto


Panthers
Pride


School


Seniors
Sophomores


Spirit


Sudoku (Medium Difficulty)


Cryptic


The aim of Sudoku is to complete the entire grid using the 
numbers 1-9. Each number can only be used once in each 


row, once in each column, and once in each of the 3×3 boxes
Sudoku puzzles are provided by www.sudokuoftheday.com


A cryptogram is a short quote that has been encrypted by taking 
each letter in the quote and substituting it with another letter.


Clue: l = o


Cryptogram
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ASLCS


DAUERGTA


RYRIBLA


RREASE


DYTUS


ENTSO


The Jumble
Solve the anagrams to reveal the letters 


for the fi nal message.
Solve the anagrams in the top part of the puzzle.


Use the circled letters from the words in the top part to 
complete the fi nal word or phrase at the bottom.


Each circled letter is used just once.


Make sure to 
check your


YearbookYearbookLECANTO HIGH SCHOOL LECANTO HIGH SCHOOL 


$80 NOW THROUGH
NOV. 1


$80 NOW THROUGH
NOV. 1


SCHOOL CODE: 20932 SCHOOL CODE: 20932 


Lecanto School of Arts


The Panther Pulse Staff-  Lecanto 
School of Arts [LSA] is a phenome-
nal program for students at Lecanto 
High School [LHS]. In the LSA 
program, they have many projects 
they get to do and there are many 
opportunities to work with others 
and help improve a variety of art 
skills. 


Students new to LSA might be ner-
vous about joining and self-con-
scious about their skill level. 
Students who have been in the 
program for years advise newcom-
ers to focus on their art and stay 
confident.


“Don’t worry about your drawing 
skills now, you will get better the 
more you participate,” said senior 
Kat Kupcho.


Everyone has different skills when 
it comes to drawing. In LSA, stu-
dents work to perfect and refine 


their abilities.


“My favorite class in LSA would 
have to be figure drawing. I’m not 
the best at drawing people so the 
class is very beneficial,” said senior 
Maria Goff.


There are a variety of mediums 
you can work with in LSA. Find 
what you like the most and every 
class will be a cathartic experience.  


“What interests me about LSA is 
watercolor, because when I use 
them it’s like the colors explode 
on the page,” said junior Naudiya 
Newman.


The LSA program is good for any-
one who enjoys art as a hobby or 
for those looking to pursue art pro-
fessionally in the future.


“There’s a variety of careers LSA 
can help you pursue, like becom-
ing a tattoo artist, graphic designer, 
and animator,” said Lecanto School 
of Arts Director Erika DiGirolamo.  


The Panther Pulse Staff
Staff Writers


NAHS Face Painting


If you’ve been to a Lecanto High 
School football game, there’s a 
good chance you’ve seen stu-
dents from the National Art 
Honors Society [NAHS] face 
painting gold and green panther 
designs. NAHS offers face paint-
ing in order to raise money for 
the art program which they use 
for school activities, supplies and 
events.


Getting your face painted is a 
great way to help support the 
school and NAHS. The prices for 
it can vary, but it usually costs 
between 1 and 3 dollars.


“With bigger designs it’s 3 dollars 
for half face it’s around 2 dollars 
and smaller designs for 1 dollar,” 
said senior Rayne Accardi.


The money made from face paint-
ing contributes to many things 
around school, including artis-
tic materials and new face paint. 
They also raise funds for events 
like workshops and the snacks 
and items needed to throw these 
events.


 ‘’The money goes towards more 
supplies for NAHS as well as 
parties,” said senior Evelyna 
Jaimes.


NAHS participates in home 
games, homecoming, and the 
Inverness


Festival of Arts. During sports 
games, they tend to stick to green 
and gold designs showcasing 
school spirit. They often paint 
Panther-like designs, including 
claw marks and paw prints. At 
the Inverness Festival of Arts, 
they often do fall themed designs 
like pumpkins and scarecrows. 
They also offer character designs, 
like Minions, as well as miscella-
neous things such as animals.


“We do a lot of Lecanto themed 
things during the games. During 
festivals, we do anything any-
one wants,” said senior Rayne 
Accardi.  


If you are interested in partic-
ipating in NAHS and getting 
to face paint there are a few re-
quirements, including art class-
es, artistic talent and a minimum 
grade point average.


 “I have an application the stu-
dents fill out. They have an 
activity that they use to show 
their artistic talents on. They 
should have one to two art 
classes they’ve taken, and to 
maintain good grades in those 
classes,” said art teacher Erika 
DiGirolamo.
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Erika DiGiralamo’s 2D AP Art class works on planning 
for pastel oil paintings (Photo: Amanda Streight).


JROTC students direct traffic at a varsity football game after 
getting their faces painted by NAHS students on August 18th 


(Tyler Watkins).


Suggestions for 
our next edition?


Arts & Entertainment 11 
September 2023







Lauren Brady Bre Haufler Blakely Messer Summer Norrie Gabrielle Sanchez Angelica Smith


Bryor Burke Sho DeGroot Eros 
Filomeno-Trouche


Burke Malmberg Braden Phillips Austin Purinton


Sales end September 28, 2023 at 5 pm


Tickets are only for Lecanto High School students


Students should use their ID # as their access code on OneLecanto.com


Cost is $30 and includes 1 student Football ticket for the big game!


Monday: Class Colors 
Seniors: Green, Juniors: Gold, Sophomores: White, Freshmen: Black


Tuesday: Adam Sandler or Celebrity


Wednesday:  Rhyming Twins


Thursday: 20/20 1920’s versus 2020’s


Friday: School Spirit






